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The quarterly assessment is $219.30 and is due January 1, april 1, July 1, and 
october 1.

Option 1: Direct Debit
Set up direct debit through associa. Fill out the Direct Debit from (found at 
www.LifeInMaricopaMeadows.org) and mail or email it with a voided check 
to the address on the form. Your account must be current to set this up. Please 
be advised that this applies only to future assessment payments and not late fees, 
fines, or any other charges. 

Option 2: Mail a Check or Money Order
Make your check payable to Maricopa Meadows Hoa. Be sure to include your 
account number on your check or money order.

Mail your payment to:
Maricopa Meadows Hoa
c/o associa arizona
Po Box 60188
Phoenix aZ 85082-0188

Option 3: Pay Online
Go to www.associaarizona.com and click the blue “Go” button to access the 
homeowner section and then register with your account number. There is a 
small fee charged by the credit card processing company for this service.

Option 4: Bill Pay
Set up bill pay through your bank. This is usually a free service that banks offer 
its customer. Please contact your bank for more details.

Paying Your HOA Assessment
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Maricopa Meadows 
HOA Meetings

The 2015 Tentative Meeting Dates are 
as follows: 

May 16 
July 18 
September 19 
november 21

The Annual Meeting will be held  
november 21.

All meetings are held at the  
Maricopa Wells Middle School  
located at 45725 W. Honeycutt Ave,  
and begin at 10am.
 
Please contact Associa Arizona for 
meeting details.

Hello,
I am an Ad.

Valhalla Community  
Magazines
(480) 634-1708

I am also a salesperson in print.

I talk to the 5,000 perspective  
customers in Maricopa Meadows  

every issue. How many do you talk to?

The readers are here, 
where is your ad?

Your Hoa… www.LifeInMaricopaMeadows.org

Visit the community website at www.LifeInMaricopaMeadows.org for:
•	 HOA	documents	including	Governing	Documents	

such as Design Guidelines, architectural Request 
Form, Homeowner appeal Form, Complaint Form

•	 Nearby	amenities
•	 Links	and	contact	numbers	for	Associa	Arizona,	

Maricopa Police, Trash, Cable, etc.
•	 Frequently	asked	questions

Maricopa Meadows 
Information at Your Fingertips!
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Your Hoa…

What Should Maricopa Meadows 

HOA Homeowners Expect From the Board of

Directors and the Management Company?

One Selfless Act

Community Map…  Page 4

PLUS…

Stop the Weeds

         M         MARICOPAARICOPA

MMEADOWSEADOWS

Winter 2014

The Offi cial Publication of Maricopa Meadows Community Association

Advertise in the 
official Maricopa Meadows 
community magazine.

Call Today! 480.634.1708

Do you want to put your company in front of the
Maricopa Meadows Community?

Licensed General Plumbing Contractors
Water Heater and Water Softener Contractors

* Water Softeners
* Water Heaters      
* Reverse Osmosis
* Drains & Sewer Cleaning
* Fireplaces
* Barbecues
* Gas lines
* Sprinklers & Drip Systems
* Toilets
* Showers
* Bath tubs
* Faucets
* General Repairs
* Installations
* Services

520-316-6732
Free estimates

Licensed, Insured, Bonded. ROC # 272547
Email: aamplumbingservices@yahoo.com

Websites: www.aamplumbingservices.com • www.aamplumbing.com
www.maricopaplumbers.com

FULL serViCe 
monday - sunday 24/7

no extra charge for 
weekends

All Major Credit 
Cards Accepted

Homeowner Rights and Responsibilities

Homeowners have the right to:

1. Participate in governing the community association by 
attending meetings, serving on committees and standing 
for election.

2. access appropriate association books and records.

3. Prudent expenditure of fees and other assessments.

4. Live in a community where the property is maintained 
according to established standards.

5. Fair treatment regarding financial and other association 
obligations, including the opportunity to discuss payment 
plans and options with the association before foreclosure 
is initiated.

6. Receive all documents that address rules and regulations 
governing the community association—if not prior to 
purchase and settlement by a real estate agent or attorney, 
then upon joining the community.

7. appeal to appropriate community leaders those decisions 
affecting non-routine financial responsibilities or property 
rights.

8. a responsive and competent community.

In turn, homeowners have the responsibility to:

1. Read and comply with the governing documents of the 
community.

2. Maintain their properties according to established 
standards.

3. Treat association leaders honestly and with respect.

4. Vote in community elections and on other issues.

5. Pay association assessments and charges on time.

6. Contact association leaders or managers, if necessary, 
to discuss financial obligations and alternate payment 
arrangements.

7. Request reconsideration of material decisions that 
personally affect them.

8. Provide current contact information to association leaders 
or managers to help ensure they receive information from 
the community.

9. Ensure that those who reside on their property—tenants, 
guests or family members—adhere to all rules and 
regulations. 

As assessment-paying members of our community, we are entitled to certain rights 
and—in return—we have certain responsibilities.
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No	one	likes	to	get	those	violation	notices,	so	here	are	the	
top 10 ways to be sure you won’t!

1. Read the rules
2. Pull your weeds
3. Bring in your trash cans
4. Trim your trees
5. Keep dogs quiet and on leashes
6. Pick up litter and dog waste
7. Park in your garage or driveway
8. Get prior architectural approval for exterior  

changes to your house
9. Be courteous to your neighbors
10. Get involved!

Top 10 Ways to AVOID 
Violations

www.LifeInMaricopaMeadows.org

This Homeowner orientation course is designed especially 
for you, the homeowner in an associa-managed community! 
our purpose is to help you maximize your enjoyment and 
invite your participation in your community association 
by sharing with you information about the following 
topics: community association benefits, laws and governing 
documents, association rules and regulations, community 
association structure, community association committees, 
channels of communication, and community association 
participation.

Upon completing this short course, you will not only know 
what a community association is and what its benefits are, 
but also have the knowledge and skills to participate in our 
association to the extent that interests you. opportunities 
include attending social events and meetings, serving on 
committees, communicating easily and effectively with your 
board of directors and management staff, and serving on the 
board of directors.

We hope that the information in this course will benefit you 
greatly. It should make your experience as a homeowner 
more gratifying and help enhance the efficiency and 
accomplishments of your community association.

Course Section Minutes
1.  Homeowner orientation overview 3:00
2.  Community associations 8:00
3.  Laws and Governing Documents 14:00
4.  Homeowner Compliance 24:00
5.  Community association Structure 3:00
6.  Committee Roles 5:00
7.  Communication Channels 13:00
8.  Effective Participation 4:00
9.  Benefits of Being Managed  

by an associa Member Company 15:00

Access the courses:
•	 Login	to	your	account	at	Associa	Arizona	 

(www.associaarizona.com) and click the blue “Go” 
button to access the homeowner section.

•	 After	logging	in,	click	the	HELP	tab	and	select	
Homeowner orientation.

any modifications made to the exterior of the home 
require prior architectural approval. This includes 
landscaping and painting, even if you are painting your 
home the same color. You can visit your community 
website, www.LifeInMaricopaMeadows.org/hoa-
documents to access community design guidelines, the 
architectural request form and pre-approved paint color list.  
(NOTE:	Pre-approved	colors	must	still	be	submitted	for	
approval.)

When Do I need 
Architectural Approval?
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Home and Landscape…

Summertime Energy Conservation Tips
Summer can quickly become an expensive season, but 
being mindful of energy conservation can help reduce your 
electricity bills—and your carbon footprint. Take a look at the 
following suggestions to increase your energy conservation 
efforts and beat the heat without breaking the bank.

Cook dinner outside. 
Save electricity by using a charcoal or gas grill to cook your 
favorite summertime meals.

Modify the AC when you’re not home. 
adjusting the thermostat—even by a 
few degrees—when you’re not home 
can conserve a significant amount of 
electricity.  Invest in an inexpensive 
electric fan to circulate the air.

Turn off the electronics. 
Power down the television and computer to spend time with 
friends and family outdoors. Splash around in your community 
pool or have a potluck barbeque in your backyard.

Take a walk. 
If possible, choose to walk to nearby stores and restaurants 
instead of driving. Early mornings and evenings are prime 
times for a stroll, especially in areas with hot climates.

Take a cool shower or bath. 
For a refreshing alternative to a hot shower, reduce your hot 
water heater usage by bathing in cooler water a few times a 
week. 

Limit water consumption. 
Water the lawn every other day at off-peak times, use 
environmentally-friendly, disposable plate ware and utensils 
instead of running the dishwasher and spend a little less time 
in the shower.

Your Curb Appeal Checklist
The curb appeal of our community depends on each resident 
maintaining his or her property as completely as possible. For 
those who keep their homes and yards well maintained, the 
association thanks you for your efforts and good examples. 
We encourage all residents to pay particular attention to the 
following maintenance items.

Exterior paint. 
Paint is a quick and easy way to keep your property looking 
fresh, new and clean. It will also protect against corrosion, 
weathering and insects. 

Landscaping. 
Landscaping is extremely important to our community’s curb 
appeal. Please remove dead plants and branches. Keep shrubs 
properly pruned and flowers well-tended. Keep yards free of 
leaves and remove grass clippings.

Roofs. 
Please ensure your roofs are properly maintained and 
cleaned.

Driveways and sidewalks. 
Please repair cracks, pitted or flaking surfaces and other 

concrete problems. Remove weeds from sidewalk joints and 
debris from driveways and sidewalks. Do not use driveways 
for storage or auto repairs.

Gutters and downspouts. 
Please keep them cleaned out to prevent overflowing and 
flooding.

Window boxes, awnings and decks. 
Please replace worn or damaged fixtures, check fittings for 
stability and paint all items at least bi-annually.

Thanks for keeping our community looking sharp.
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In the Community…

Whether you own or rent your home, insurance is essential 
to protect your property and household goods. Comparison 
shopping for the best rates will certainly save you some money, 
but you also can save by following these tips:

•	 Choose	a	higher	deductible—increasing	your	deductible	by	
just a few hundred dollars can make a big difference in your 
insurance premium.

•	 Ask	your	insurance	agent	about	discounts.	Dead	bolts,	smoke	
and carbon monoxide detectors, security systems, storm 
shutters and fire-retardant roofing material are just some of 
the home safety features that can often lower your rate. You 
also may be able to get a lower premium if you are a long-
term customer or if you bundle other coverage, such as auto 
insurance, with your provider. Some companies also offer 
senior discounts for customers who are older than 55 years.

•	 Don’t	 include	 the	value	of	 the	 land	when	you	are	deciding	
how much coverage to buy. If you insure your house, but not 
the land under it, you can avoid paying more than you should. 
Even after a disaster, the land will still be there. 

•	 If	you’re	a	renter,	don’t	assume	your	landlord	carries	insurance	
on your personal belongings. She or he likely doesn’t. Purchase 
a separate renters’ policy to be sure your property—like 
furniture, electronics, clothing and other personal items—is 
covered.

Tips for Saving on Homeowners 
and Renters Insurance

www.LifeInMaricopaMeadows.org

Don’t wait until you have a loss to find out whether you have the 
right type and amount of insurance. For example, many policies 
require you to pay extra for coverage for high-ticket items like 
computers, cameras, jewelry, art, antiques, musical instruments, 
and stamp and coin collections. 

Furthermore, not all coverage will replace fully what is insured. 
an “actual-cash-value” policy will save you money on premiums, 
but it only pays what your property is worth at the time of loss 
(your cost minus depreciation for age and wear). “Replacement” 
coverage gives you the money to rebuild your home and replace 
its contents. 

Finally, a standard homeowners’ policy does not cover flood 
and earthquake damage. The cost of a separate earthquake 
policy depends on the likelihood of earthquakes in your 
area. Homeowners who live in flood-prone areas should take 
advantage	of	the	National	Flood	Insurance	Program.

Most in-home fires are caused by ordinary things like a stove 
burner, candle, space heater or extension cord. Mental lapses, 
poor judgment and carelessness make these things dangerous. 
Thankfully, by exercising good safety habits and taking simple 
prevention steps, you can cut down on deadly and damaging 
fire risks.

First, always be sure your smoke alarms are working. Test them 
monthly and replace those that are more than 10 years old.

Cooktops. Never	leave	the	kitchen	while	something	is	cooking	
on the stove. Keep combustibles, such as curtains and wall 
hangings, at least three feet from the stove.

Space heaters. Keep them at least three feet away from drapes 
and bedding, and plug them directly into outlets, not extension 
cords. Don’t use space heaters while sleeping.

Wood stoves and fireplaces. Empty ashes in a metal 
container and store them outside away from combustibles for 
at least a week before disposing of them in the trash. Be sure 
your chimney is inspected and cleaned annually. Keep any 
combustibles at least five feet away from the stove or fireplace.

Electrical equipment. Replace 
undersized or frayed extension 
cords.	Never	run	an	extension	cord	
under a rug. Call an electrician if 
circuit breakers regularly trip or 
if your electrical box has a warm 
cover. Don’t use light bulbs that 
exceed a fixture’s recommended maximum wattage.

Appliances. Ensure combustion chamber covers are in place 
on water heaters. Clean all lint from a dryer’s back service panel 
and from the vent line. Replace vinyl vent lines with smooth, 
metal ducts. 

Smoking. Don’t smoke in bed. Use large ashtrays on tables. 
Soak ashtrays under the faucet before throwing cigarette butts 
in the trash. 

Candles. Use tip-proof containers. Burn candles only while 
you’re awake and in the same room. Keep candles at least three 
feet away from combustibles. 

Matches and lighters. Store out of the reach of children.

Extinguishing the Flames
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Homeowners…

Maricopa Meadows Homeowners Association | www.lifeInMaricopaMeadows.org

?It’s been a long day.  You get home tired and irritated with 
the endless demands of work and the traffic piled up on the 
freeway.		Now,	as	you	pull	into	your	driveway,	you	remember	
you needed to stop at the grocery store on the way home.  
The mailbox has spit out the mail which you sort on your 
way to the door.  Bills, junk mail, and a letter from your 
homeowners association.  Curious, you open up the letter 
from the association.   on top of the hassles of the day, the 
letter, couched in less than friendly terms, says that you have 
been found in violation of some rule you aren’t even sure 
exists.

You become angry.  Why did you get this letter?  Did your 
neighbors whom you have witnessed engaging in this same 
activity receive a similar notice or are you being singled out?  
You call the management company and leave a message relaying 
your very vocal displeasure on the manager’s voicemail, and 
just for good measure - you add the fact that your neighbors 
broke this or that rule and nothing was done about it.  Still 
feeling a bit irritated because you had to yell at a voicemail, 
you turn over the letter and pen a scathing reply, which you 
post immediately.

Is	this	scenario	familiar?		No	one	likes	receiving	nasty-grams	
and, the truth be told, no one likes composing them.  Before 
you go ballistic with thoughts of  “why me?” consider the 
nature of the letter.  Was it generated as a result of a complaint 
or as a result of a tour of the community?  Is the content 
basically accurate?  Were you really holding an impromptu 
concert in your garage with your teen-age child’s band?  Did 
you get approval to install that life-size fountain of Elvis in 
your front yard before you put it in?

The purpose of violation notices is not to irritate but to inform 
you about and correct a situation that should not exist within 
the parameters of the community.  The Board of Directors 
and Management Company are obligated to maintain both 
the physical and aesthetic values of the community and 
thereby maintain property values.  You may think you are 
being singled out, but look around and you will find that 
many other residents received notices, particularly if the letter 
was generated as a result of an inspection of the community.  
Check with the Management Company to determine what 
process is used in sending out notices.  This will provide a 
better perspective on why a letter was sent out to you.

Still a bit turned off by the wording of the letter?  Most 

violation notices are, quite frankly, form letters.  It’s the 
nature of the beast for management companies to send out 
these notices to all the communities they manage, so the 
volume of notices requires a manageable form.  The letters 
are not versed to make the recipient feel stupid or chastised.  
They are not threatening, they serve to inform.  If legal action 
can be taken, the person receiving the letters needs to know 
that.  The same is true if a fine can be levied or a hearing be 
held.  and, of course, the person needs to know that there is 
an appeal process.  The document involved in the infraction 
(CC&R’S, rules and regulations, etc.) may be used.  This 
is not to look important or take up space but to allow the 
recipient to know that there is a basis for the letter.  Meetings, 
newsletters and other correspondence are the association’s 
only way to communicate with all the members.  a violation 
notice is just another form of communication.

“But why didn’t someone just call me or come over and talk 
to me?”  You ask.  In some small communities this is feasible.  
Consider this:  In that same day, the community manager may 
be inspecting two or three other communities, all of which 
will generate letters.  Calling each individual could take an 
entire day or more.  also, the people on the board of directors 
are only volunteers - they work, go to school and have lives 
just like the rest of us.  So, the letter is the most efficient and 
permanent form of communication we have.

The next time you receive a violation letter, stop and think 
for a moment.  Don’t react emotionally.  What that letter is 
really saying is, “We care about the community, the same as 
you, and you may not be aware of this, but something needs to 
be fixed.”  This process will help to maintain the beauty and 
the property values of the community.  Don’t feel singled out.  
Take the information provided and use it to the advantage of 
everyone involved.  By responding positively to the process, 
we all make our community a better place to live.  ok, now 
climb back in your car and go to the grocery store.

Why Did I 
Get a Letter?


